
 
Minutes of the Municipal Light Board, September 28, 2022                                                                                                  Page 1 

 

RECEIVED 
TOWN CLERK 

BELMONT, MA 
 
DATE: November 9, 2022 
TIME: 10:17 AM 

MINUTES 
TOWN OF BELMONT 

MUNICIPAL LIGHT BOARD 
Remote Meeting via Zoom 

September 28, 2022 
7:30am 

 

CALL TO ORDER. Chair Stephen Klionsky called a meeting of the Municipal Light Board to order at 7:32am. 

Present for MLB was Chair Klionsky, Vice-Chair David Beavers, and Members Travis Franck, Andrew 

Machado, and Michael Macrae. 

Present for Belmont Light was General Manager Craig Spinale, Assistant General Manager Sam Osmancevic,  

Energy Resources Manager Becca Keane, Energy Specialist Ben Thivierge, and Communications Coordinator 

Aidan Leary. 

Others Present: Roy Epstein, Select Board Liaison 

MEETING MINUTES DATED AUGUST 24, 2022 

There were questions about minutes drafted for the meeting, so approval was tabled. 

FUTURE MEETING PLANNING 
Mr. Spinale explained that scheduling changes that had occurred. His proposal is that October 12th be the next 
regular meeting, which Belmont Light’s rate design vendor, Mayhew Seavey or PLM Engineering, can attend, 
to conclude the Rate discussions. The public forum on rate design could then be scheduled October 26th in the 
evening. There was a discussion of meeting scheduling and materials required for the upcoming meetings.  

GENERATION SUPPLY COST UPDATE 
Mr. Spinale advised the Board that generation supply costs are increasing.  One increase in particular was the 
Mystic Generation Station facility extension, which went from $1.40 to $3.00/MWh. This will be added to the 
numbers that Mr. Seavey uses for the Rates discussion.  

Additionally, an increase was anticipated in the cost of the fuel supply for the winter. In December, January, & 
February ISO-NE purchases fuel supplies for particularly cold days. As a result, a price increase of about 
$5.50/MWh can be expected although the situation is still fluid for this year and next year. There was a 
discussion of this information, the reason for the increases, and increases as related other peer utilities.  

LED STREET LIGHT PROJECT UPDATE 
Mr. Spinale reported that the project to convert all existing high pressure sodium street lights to LED street 
lights across Belmont is almost complete with fewer than 50 lights remaining to be replaced. He said that they 
have been lowering the intensity of these lights. They have 80% of the lights down to 30% output which meets 
the recommendation of the Structural Change Committee. The main roads and business centers have 50-70% 
output. The dimmer lights will create a lower energy cost for the Town of about $180,000/year. He will report to 
the Select Board in October to ensure they know about the savings that will be realized by the Town.  

EV CHARGER UPDATE  
Mr. Spinale said there is no new information on the Town’s fleet electrification plan. For the public use 
program, an RFQ was awarded to FLO, and Belmont Light is waiting for the chargers to be delivered. An RFQ 
was also released for a contractor to install the chargers. Because they will be under the purview of the Wiring 
Inspector, Belmont Light cannot do the construction itself. The Claflin Street lot chargers will be replaced and 
upgraded. 4 ports will be installed at McClean Hospital which will be public. The charger at Belmont Light will 
also be replaced with 2 ports for municipal use.  

In the Spring, the Waverley Square/Church Street lot will get 4 ports, and the Beech Street Center has 
requested 2 ports as well. The Bradford’s garage will be reconsidered because they have already installed 
private chargers. 
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Belmont Light won a grant for a Level 3 “fast” charger and when that is received it will go into the Claflin Street 
Lot. 

Mr. Franck asked when more Level 3 chargers will be considered. He also suggested that the Beech Street lot 
receive 4 since they will be doing the work anyway and it is a high-density area. Mr. Spinale said the buildouts 
are being done so fast chargers can be accommodated in the future.  

Mr. Epstein explained that the agreement the Town has with The Bradford is that the garage reverts to building 
resident use at 7:00pm until 7:00 or 8:00am. He suggested that this site be considered at a later date for Level 
3 chargers because overnight charging is not possible there.  

Mr. Macrae asked if the DPW Water Division chargers are no longer available for public use. Mr. Spinale said 
believes that when the DPW Water Division received the grant to install the chargers, there was a requirement 
for them to be public for 3 years, which has now concluded. He outlined the current municipal use of the 
charger and explained that the location of the Water Division and their desire to secure the area at night has 
made the charger effectively municipal charging only. But inquiries about this should go to the Water Division. 
This was discussed.  

Mr. Franck asked for an update on the Town’s fleet electrification program. Mr. Spinale explained that the 
desire of Department Heads is to have the chargers inside their garages for overnight use. Belmont Light is 
looking at the electrical service infrastructure to determine what, if any, work needs to be done to 
accommodate the chargers. There was a discussion of the program.  

NATIONAL GRID NETWORKED GEOTHERMAL PILOT UPDATE 
Mr. Beavers explained the history of Belmont’s relationship with the project. He reported that an official 
application for Pilot sites has become available. He and the small group he is working with are trying to talk 
with National Grid about potential sites in Belmont. He recently received an email from them saying they will 
review the 3 sites they had previously discussed with National Grid, although no official application has been 
submitted. The group will wait to take more action before doing any more work. There was a discussion of the 
program.  

ENE STRATEGIES UPDATE 
Mr. Spinale explained that ENE Strategies is the legislative offshoot of ENE and said they will be having a 
Zoom call on 9/29/22 at 7:00pm for Commissioners to discuss their desired legislative initiatives. Because of 
the open meeting law Belmont Light has 2 open spots on the call. Mr. Beavers and Mr. Klionsky would like to 
attend. There was a discussion of ENE and their activities via ENE Strategies. 

GENERAL MANGER’S UPDATE   
Mr. Spinale reported that Belmont Light sent two men and a truck to Jacksonville, FL to help in the recovery 
from Hurricane Ian. Overall, there are 52 workers from the Northeast Public Power Association going. Belmont 
Light’s people went with a two-week commitment but if it goes longer, they will be swapped out with other 
workers as needed. 

He also reported that Public Power Week is next week and explained their plans for the week. 

Finally, he said he had been elected to be a Director on Public Energy Insurance Captive (under the Umbrella 
carrier, Public Utilities Risk Management Association). This will help him become more familiar with Belmont 
Light’s insurance needs.  

PUBLIC COMMENT: Mr. Macrae said he was approached by neighbors who asked why they get a similar 
rebate for an induction range as they do for a 40kwh battery storage system, while the investor owned utilities 
offer much larger rebates through the MassSave Connected Solutions Program. He asked that this be 
discussed further. Mr. Thivierge provided some details and limitations of funding for Belmont Light’s energy 
programming and reasons for the difference between Belmont Light’s programs and those of the IOUs. This 
was discussed briefly.  

FUTURE MEETINGS 

• October 12, 2022 

• October 26, 2022 Rates Public Forum in the evening 
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• November 15, 2022 

• December 14, 2022 

ADJOURNMENT  
Mr. Franck moved to adjourn the meeting of the Municipal Light Board.  Mr. Macrae seconded and 
the motion passed unanimously by rollcall vote.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:03am. 

 
          Respectfully submitted by, 
          Susan Peghiny 
          Recording Secretary 


